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Minutes of the meeting of Borough Green Parish Council held in Borough Green Village Hall on Monday 5th 
December  2022 starting at 1930. The meeting was recorded to ensure the accuracy of the minutes  
Present: Cllrs Taylor (Chairman), Shaw, Millener, Reading, Butterfill, Perry, Wray, Ramsden, Rawsthorne, Simpson, 
Rothwell, Ms Bartlett  &  the Clerk 
Cllr Rayner (KCC) & Cllr Palmer (TMBC) were  present, but no Members of the Public.  (PCSO Mark Thomas 2045)  
 
 151.   Apologies for Absence - None 
152.  Declarations of Interest - None 
153. Minutes of the meeting 7th November 2022 - AGREED 
154. Matters Arising - None 
 
155. Chairman moved to Part 2 at 1931 
Standards Hearing Report, Legal Matters, FOI Review 
Cllr Taylor handed the Chair to Cllr Shaw, who read out the TMBC Decision on Sanctions and Reasons: 
The Standards Hearing Panel decided to impose and recommend the following sanctions: 
     (1)     To recommend to the Parish Council that the Subject Member be issued with a formal 
               censure by motion 
     (2)     To publish these findings on the Borough Council’s website 
     (3)     The Panel considered that recommending a formal censure by the Parish Council was appropriate.  
Paragraph 3 of the Standards Code  requires that a member shall not “seek to improperly confer an advantage or 
disadvantage on any person”. 
The Panel concluded, on the balance of probabilities on the evidence presented to it that:  
(i) the Subject Member had made contact with a third party;  
(ii) in the circumstances, he did not have consent from the Parish Council to do so, such that the contact with that 
      third party was improper; 
 (iii) that, at least in part, the intent had been to disadvantage Parish and Borough Councillor Mike Taylor. 
The Panel therefore found that the Subject Member had breached the obligation in Para 3 of the Standards Code. 
 
Chair Proposed a Formal Motion of Censure against the Subject Member, 
          Seconded-Cllr Simpson, 1 abstention - AGREED 
Chair Proposed a Vote of No Confidence in the Subject Member,  
         Seconded- Cllr Butterfill, Cllr Wray abstain, 1 against - AGREED 
Chair Proposed a Motion requiring the Subject Member  to resign. 
          Seconded - Cllr Millener, Cllr Wray abstain, 1 against - AGREED 
Chairman asked the Clerk for his report: 
Clerk presented a Solicitors letter to the Subject Member, and circulated copies. The letter set out the Parish 
Council's intention to pursue legal means to recoup its substantial legal costs. 
Clerk noted the outcome of the Learning and Legacy Group meeting, noted the agreed Press Release had been 
posted on the PC's website, and that the Complaint to the Information Commissioner concerning confidential 
documents had now been fulfilled, and the complaint dismissed. 
Chair proposed redaction of all documents provided the Councillor resigns by 12th December. 
          Seconded- Cllr Millener, Cllr Wray abstained, 1 against, - AGREED 
Cllr Shaw returned to the floor, and Cllr Taylor resumed as Chair 
Cllr Taylor noted that serious allegations had been made against him during the Hearing. In the interests of 
transparency he had reported himself to the Monitoring Officer, who was already aware of the evidence, and so 
dismissed those allegations. 
Return to Open Session 
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156   Submissions by County and Borough Members 
         Cllr Rayner further outlined the impact of KCC cuts, particularly on Bus subsidies. Huge cuts have already been 
made at KCC without much success. Cllr Taylor reported on meeting with the Chairmen of the Parish Alliance, and 
another with  Public Transport representatives, and whilst all avenues will be pursued, it is unlikely that even 
combined Parishes will have the resources to take over bus subsidies. 
         Cllr Palmer reminded member that the elections in May will require Photo ID when voting. Passports and Photo 
Driving licences will suffice, and arrangements are being finalised to provide others with the ID, even visiting the 
vulnerable at home to take pictures and issue ID cards 
 
157   Planning Matters to hand 
         (i)  To note Planning Notices as circulated 
         (ii) Current applications and responses circulated 
TM/22/02393/LDP 1 Sandy Ridge LDC Proposed: single storey side extension - No Observations 
TM/22/02453/FL 5 Ascot Close Part one/part two storey side and rear extensions- No Observations 
TM/22/02616/FL 30 Isles Quarry Rd Single storey extension and conversion of loft to habitable space with rooflight 
windows to front and rear roof slopes- No Observations 
 TM/22/02482/RD Land East Of 66A Sevenoaks Rd Details of condition 4 (method statement), condition 5 (noise), 
condition 6(landscaping) and conditions 8, 9 and 10 (contaminated land) submitted pursuant to planning permission 
TM/21/00805/FL (Erection of 2 new det dwellings with associated garaging, landscaping and ecologyenhancements) 
       Neutral Acoustic Report to be challenged in the light of proximity to H+H Celcon - Deferred  
  
158   Potters Mede 
         (i)  Proposed Container  for hirers equipment storage . Cllr Simpson to obtain quotes for next meeting           
               
159   Recreation Ground 
         (i) ASB &  litter. proposed CCTV enhancement, Clerk gave Policing activity update   
         (ii) Play Area damage - Accidental damage - part ordered 
  
160   Village Enhancements 
         (i)   Green Space Review - Ms Bartlett. School Visits successful, Kent Wildlife final report awaited. She also noted  
         the discovery of Solitary Miner Bees at Crowhill, and is seeking advice on how best to protect them 
         (ii)  Tree Preservation Orders & PROWs - awaiting KCC/TMBC decisions 
         (iii) Salt bins 2 tonne distributed, purchase 2xdumpy, 2x pallets bagged salt - AGREED 
         Noted that the KCC bins at the Fire Station and Red Lion path have disappeared, Chair to investigate. Chair to  
         circulate Bin Location map 
          
        PCSO Mark Thomas arrived at 2045, updated members on recent crime figures, noted increased Police activity  
        in the Rec, and his own random visits when available. Mark advised members on a consultation to drastically  
        reduce PCSO numbers. Chairman thanked Mark for all his years of service to our village, and his departure  
        would be deeply regretted. Mark noted with pride that one of the "kids" he used to deal with is now a serving  
        Parish Councillor. 
 
161   Financial Matters 
         (i)    Responsible Financial Officer's report - we have returned to a strong financial position despite the recent  
                 legal costs 
         (ii)   Bank Reconciliations 30 November - circulated 
         (iii)  To approve Payment List as circulated (Appendix 1). Prop Chair, 2nd Cllr Butterfill - AGREED 
                Invoices checked :  Cllrs Taylor & Shaw 
               Total Bank Balance £160,476.57 
         (iv) Finance Committee - Precept recommendation . We have healthy reserves, and in the light of the impact of   
         economic situation on residents we recommend zero increase - Prop Chair, 2nd Cllr Simpson - AGREED 
         (v) Chair proposed donation BG Christmas Lights £1500, sec Cllr Butterfill - AGREED -  
         noting coming expense of KCC Commando Sockets and new brackets 

 
 



162 Website & Social Media 
         (i) Press Release posted on BGPC website (Appendix 2) 
Chairman called a short break - 2100 - 2114 
 
163  TMBC Local Plan & Policies 
        (i) To note TWBC Tudely Garden rejected by Planning Inspector 
 
164  Highways & Streetlighting 
        (i)   KCC  Baskets & Lighting - discussions 
        (ii)  Update on A25 road and pavement resurfacing - Cllr Millener reported on KCC promises for resurfacing and 
        ironwork repairs. TMBC have cleaned A25 Ightham Bypass and pledge follow up visits 
               
165  Quarries & Landfills 
        (i) Update on  H+H Celcon - as circulated 
 
166  Councillors Reports from outside Bodies (max 3 min) 
        (i) Village Hall meeting - Rate increase - update.  BGPC were involved in the founding of the hall, and would  
        continue to support it with grant aid and its ongoing hires including the Parish Office and Luncheon Clubs 
        (ii) Skatepark - Gallaghers have donated the new access road, awaiting delivery of container 
        (iii) Parish Alliance- KCC cuts buses/libraries/taxis. Addington/Trottiscliffe 
         
167  Coronation Advance Planning  
         Cllr Butterfill suggested a Children's Entertainment party in the Village Hall, with magician etc- agenda item next  
         month 
 
168  Future Dates 
        (i) Date of next meeting     Monday 9th January 2023  
         At all other times contact the Clerk using the details above. 
        There being no further business, Chairman closed the meeting at 21.32,  
                                           and wished everyone a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year 
 
169  Exclusion of Public and Press: Pursuant to Section1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to  
        Meetings) Act 1960 Chairman to move that the press and public be excluded from the  
        remainder of the meeting during consideration of any item. 
        Members are reminded that any release of information from a Part 2 discussion is contrary to  
        the Standards Code and an offence under the above Public Bodies Act. 
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APPENDIX 1 PAYMENT LIST 

BGPC Payments List December 2022 
  

  
£ 

Staff Costs  
  Staff Salaries  
 

4,630.85 

HMRC 
 

2,173.48 

KCC Pensions 
 

1,084.82 

BACS Payments 
  Wrotham Parish Council (skate park repairs), inv 350 372.29 

Eventbrite 
 

15.00 

Greenthumb, inv 197934 
 

25.00 

Streetlights, Inv 13319 
 

534.00 

SHS Hygiene, Inv 43752 
 

631.20 

Karl Burrluck (plumber) 
 

332.00 

Expenses - Barry Glew 
 

75.02 

Expenses - Barry Glew 
 

118.99 



Expenses - Bernie Galopin 
 

7.20 

Expenses - Rob Springett 
 

75.71 

DD Payments 
  Zen Internet 
 

11.99 

Bank Charges * 
 

22 

Npower* - streetlighting 
 

1,436.98 

EDF (PM)* 
 

1,126.00 

EDF (RG)* 
 

28 

Castle Water* 
 

51.06 

Castle Water* 
 

17.6 

TMBC 
 

57 

Vauxhall Finance 
 

544.8 

PWLB 
 

2873.68 

* DD amounts may vary on a monthly basis 
  Total Payments 
 

16,244.67 

Signatures 
  Cllrs Taylor & Shaw 
  NB: Receipts from 01/10/22 to 31/10/22 
 

41,356.09 

(exc bank transfers) 
Total Bank Balances 30 Nov 2022                                        

 
£160,476.57  

 
APPENDIX 2  LLG Press Release Dated 1 December 2022 
Borough Green Parish Council welcomes the findings of TMBC’s Standards Hearing  
A Standards Hearing was conducted by Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council (TMBC) on Friday 18th November 
2022. The Hearing found that a Councillor of Borough Green Parish Council (BGPC) failed to comply with Paragraph 3 
of the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct.   
The Hearing was conducted after TMBC received eleven complaints from Parish Councillors and the Clerk from BGPC 
about the conduct of the Councillor.  
The initial incident and legal issue The incident occurred in June 2020 when BGPC became involved in a 
disagreement with a landowner, which escalated into a legal dispute. The Claimant contested that BGPC acted 
without appropriate authority and committed the tort of trespass. BGPC took the view that it had authority from 
Kent County Council (KCC) to act and challenged perceived failings contrary to the Highways Act 1980. In addition, 
BGPC submitted that it had a duty of care to act under the Highways Act 1980.  
Despite continuously trying to resolve the matter informally, legal proceedings escalated and, to avoid costly action 
at court, BGPC acted on legal advice and opted to settle out of court for £55,640 (legal costs £22,043, damages and 
complainant’s legal costs £33,000 and remedial action £597) rather than risk losing the case with costs up to 
£150,000. BGPC wanted to release this information to the public much earlier, however the Council has been 
restricted by legal reasons relating to civil litigation proceedings and by the Standards Hearing.  
BGPC initiates change and improvements 
BGPC recognised that improvements were needed within the Council following the legal dispute and has responded 
by implementing a range of changes. Our priority as always remains, supporting and providing the best possible 
service to our local communities.  
The Council has ensured that our financial position has remained stable throughout and we have continued to fund 
core activities, ensuring that they have operated effectively. Our commitment to the community has included the 
installation of a wonderful children’s playground and perimeter path within the Recreation Ground, the continued 
provision of excellent sports and social facilities at Potters Mede, improvements to our land and open spaces, 
running special events such as the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations and ongoing financial support for many 
local charities and fund-raising initiatives.  
Our position on this legal matter is one of regret but the Council is determined to move forwards in a positive 
manner and to continue to represent, serve and work well with our local communities.  
 
Borough Green Parish Council  

 


