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Serv]ce Installation

01732 885882

G R SERVICING LTD
Now at Unit 16

Orchard Place Business Centre
Seven Mile Lane

Wrotham Heath
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Servicing and repairing your
vehicles.
MOTs can also be arranged.

PLEASE CALL
01732 882725 as before.

amsian itd

Central Heating & Boiler Engineers
Gas * Oil * LPG

“you may not need a local &
reliable boiler engineer today,
Jjust remember our name

for the day you do”

L D)
Repair

www.samsian.co.uk

BOROUGH GREEN

OPTICIANS
EST 1972
OPTOMETRISTS AND
CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
9.00 - 5.30
Wednesday Closed
Saturday
9.00-1.00

Full eye examination
Cataract referrals
Glaucoma check

Free trial on most types of
contact lenses

@)@

QUALIFIED OPTICIAN

25, High Street
Borough Green
Kent

01732 884558

Email bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd
December 2025

Have you opened your advent calendar yet?

We all know that the advent calendar is the countdown to that big
celebration on 25 December. No, not the arrival of Santa Claus! The arrival
of the baby who grew into the most special man to have ever been born!

But did you know that 1 December is the beginning of the Christian
year? My church diary starts on 1 December, just like your school diary
starts in September and every other calendar and diary in the Western
world starts on 1 January.

Advent, the beginning of the Christian year, is a time of preparation.
We all know about preparations in December - decorations, presents, food
and parties yet in some countries it’s a time of fasting. A very different sort
of preparation than in Western Christian culture.

Advent is also the time of waiting. We are waiting for the promise of
God to be fulfilled with the arrival of His son. Any family who has waited
for a new baby knows the anticipation, the excitement, maybe some fear
and uncertainty in the days and weeks leading up to the big day.

As we count down the days by opening the doors on our advent
calendar we eagerly anticipate what is behind that door. It used to be just
a pretty picture relating to Christmas - an angel, a Christmas tree or a
trumpet. | can remember when it changed to chocolate behind every door
and now the adult versions may have beer, gin, skin products, perhaps the
keys to a Ferrari (in my dreams). Every day takes us closer to the big day!
When a baby arrives life changes for the family.

As you open each door of your advent calendar join me in a quiet
word, a thank you to God, because we know we are waiting to celebrate
the birth of the man who changed the world forever. The man who brought
God’s love to the world and set us all free. The baby we wait for every
year didn’t change just one family’s life, he changed every families’ lives.

If you want to know more or join with other people waiting and
preparing for the arrival of Jesus, please get in touch or come to our church
services in December and beyond. We may be waiting for a new vicar but
the church is alive and ready to welcome you all.

Carole Simpson
Churchwarden



Christmas Supper Quiz
Saturday 13 December
6.30pm start
Tickets £15 supper included
Booking essential
Licensed Bar

A fun family event
Booking and dietary requirements call
Carole 01732 883073

At the Church of the Good Shepherd

Church of the Good Shepherd Food Bank

Harvest Festival Thank you to everyone who arranged and donated to
several generous Harvest Festival collections including Borough Green Primary
School, Platt Primary School, St Mary's Church Platt, St George's Primary
School Wrotham, Penshurst Church and Primary School and COGS.

Thank you so much to all the individuals who donate food or cash to the food
bank. It really does make a big difference to those who we are supporting.
Particular thanks to Marion at Long Meadow Farm for eggs and to Irene for
collecting stuff that the supermarkets are about to throw away.

Donations of non-perishable goods may be left in the Church’'s porch (where
there is a list of the items we need most) on any day - the Church is usually
open 10am - 4pm. For any enquiries regarding our Food Bank please contact

lan Simpson on 07801 135 460 or foodbank.cogs@gmail.com

a
& Christmas donations before 21 December u“
. B will be very welcome - thank you



Christmas at the Church of the Good Shepherd

Join us in celebrating the festive season:

November 29"

November 30"

December 4"

December 13"

December 21%t

December 24"

December 25"

Start getting ready with our Christmas
Fair 10 — 1pm, then find us at the village
Christmas lights market.

6pm Advent Carol Service where we
hear again the ancient prophecies of
Christ’s birth and sing hymns.

7.30pm Christmas wreath making
workshop — decorate your door for the
festive season.

6.30pm Christmas Supper Quiz. A fun
evening of food and festive facts for all
the family.

6.30pm Carol Service where we sing
Christmas carols and hear again the
Christmas story.

4pm Crib Service where families come
along to hear and sing the Christmas
story. Don’t forget your colouring
competition entry (page 29) !

11.30pm Midnight Mass. Celebrate the
birth of Jesus in a service of carols and
communion.

10am All age Christmas Communion. A

time to celebrate and worship Jesus’s
birth — and sing more Christmas carols!

All are welcome!



J&F
ACCOUNTANCYLTD
Chartered Accountants
Self Assessment Tax Returns

Self-Employed Accounts
Limited Company Accounts
Payroll & CIS
MTD for Income Tax Advisers

Tel: 01732 885444

1 Station Court, Station Approach
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD
Email: info(@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS LTD

VEHICLE SERVICING
AND REPAIRS

London House Works,
Station Road,
Borough Green

www.gsmechengineers.co.uk

email:
info@gsmechengineers.co.uk

Tel: 01732 885314

John Ballantyne
Handyman

All DIYwork for reasonable rates

Painting and Decorating,
Kitchen Fitting,
Decking, Fencing,
Sheds and all Carpentry work,
Flat pack assembly,

Jet Washing.

General property maintenance
No job too small

Mobile: 07890 034846

Jason Langstaff
Electrician

- Design and Installation
- Fuse Board Upgrades
- Security Lighting

- Full or Part Rewires /

- New Builds and Extensions

- Additional Sockets & Lighting Points

- Garden Power & Lighting

- System Upgrades

- Fault Finding

-CCTvV

- PAT Testing

Professional - Reliable - Courteous - Insured
All Work Completed to BS7671

T:01959 525 136 Sevenoaks
M: 07817 733 257 Pased
E: jmllimited@aol.com
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Notes from Borough Green Parish Council

The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 3rd November 2025 at the
COGS Annexe. Matters raised included:

Recreation Ground Pavilion Roof replacement is complete, just the new
cupola and clock to go in now. We hope to start the disabled access
ramp shortly, with the main works starting in the Spring.

Declaration of Town Status We have been getting a good response,
online, email and lots of paper slips. They will be counted and declared
in public at our January meeting, and will inform the Formal Vote by
Members.

TMBC's Local Plan Reg 18 Consultation started 10 November until 2
January 2026, and has been extended to include the Christmas holiday.
There will be a series of Public Meetings across the Borough in that
period, with Borough Green Village Hall scheduled for 28 November at
7.30.

BOROUGH GREEN GARDEN CITY 59830 2000 HOUSES
OUR RED LINE DEMANDS
RELIEF ROAD It is vital that the Road is built in its entirety before a
single house is approved.
TRAFFIC We already suffer horrendous traffic, 20,000 vehicles per
day (DfT), driven by over-development.
SEWAGE The new BGGC Sewage System MUST pick up the flows from
Ightham, Wrotham and North Borough Green that currently use our
collapsing 1928 system through the heart of Borough Green and Platt.
QUARRYING We have suffered 150 years of ragstone, sand and clay
extraction, brick and block manufacture, and landfill. This government
has now reneged on the promise of Restoration, reclassifying it as GREY
BELT.
NATIONAL LANDSCAPES (AONB) National Landscape law requires
Planning Authorities to "Protect and Enhance" not just the NL/AONB, but
the views into and out of the NL/AONB. The setting of the AONB is just
as important. The views of our North Downs, and the views of our valley
from the North Downs, are a crucial rural landscape.
LANDFILL - METHANE & SUBSIDENCE Much of the land within the
BGGC is Historic Landfill. We already have three estates built on
landfills, they will all suffer from methane and subsidence.
CONSULTATION RESPONSES - BGGC quote site number 59830 -
2000 houses
Email: localplan@tmbc.gov.uk Deadline 2 January 2026
Online: Local plan — Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council
(www.tmbc.gov.uk/localplan)
(Continued on page 11)
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The Birkbeck Chiropody & Podiatry Practice

Health Professions Council (HPC) Registered Podiatrists

Open Monday to Saturday
Day and Evening Appointments
Easy Car Parking

Telephone: 01732 883271

g
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Woodlands, 172 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks TN15 8JD
T|01732883271 W | birkbeckpodiatry.com
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DB Home & Garden Maintenance

Carpentry ¥ Painting ¥ Decorating
Wooden Conservatory & Window Refurbs
Flooring ¥ General Repairs

Hedge & Grass Cutting
Sheds ¥ Summer Houses ¥ Fencing
Decking ¢ Patios
No job too small! Fully Insured!
Tel:01622 202475 - Mob: 07545 086827

Email: dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com

A PALMER COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

01732 886 939 07774 201 154

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK
LARGE OR SMALL

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS,

TEST CERTIFICATES,
SOCKETS, LIGHTING.
DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL

LOCAL AUTHORITY
RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE.

PORTIAND BENTLEY

Painting &

Decorating

Contact Paul

email: portlandbentleyl 989@gmail. com

(079309 4071467

01732 886801
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The editorial committee would like
* to take this opportunity to wish all
= our distributors, contributors,
4 advertisers and readers a Happy
; ,_!. Christmas  and  successful New

= ® Year. Thanks to everyone for their
support during the year.

Advertising
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise should
contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 01732
366615 about rates and availability of spaces.
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let for
holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal notices are
just £2 per issue.
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team.
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information received, or
mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility
for any delay in distribution. Publication of advertisements does not imply any
form of recommendation. All articles in this magazine are covered by copyright
and permission must be obtained before reproducing them in any format.
The total print run of the magazine is over 2000 copies and it is also available to
read on the COGS, BG Community and Parish Council websites.

Thanks
Thank you to the Borough Green Parish Council for their generous grant and to all
our advertisers for their financial support which makes the production of this
magazine possible. Also thank you to all our distributors who get the Voice to
every house in the village.

Articles for the next magazine

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and individuals
are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely to be of
interest to the village.

The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 13 January and
these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover
February so if you have any events planned for that month and you would like
them to appear in the diary section please send to :-

m-jeffery@stalktalk.net Margaret Jeffery

01732 883978 7 Lendon Road
Borough Green
TN15 8SE
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WROTHAM COMPUTER
CARE
Computer help
at your Home or Office

PCs and Apple Macs

We are a local company providing
an affordable service to local families,
professionals, businesses and schools.

For more details please contact us:
01732 780176 or 07795 552440

mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com

www.wrothamcomputercare.com

J. Lawrenson

Tree and Fencing Specialist

* Hedge cutting, reduction and removal
* Tree pruning, felling and surgery
* Stump and garden clearance
* All types of fencing supplied and erected,
including panel and close boarded

Fully Insured
All waste and cuttings recycled

Please call James on

07759 137817
01732 849295

Or email
jlawrenson@hotmail.com

Ml "
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CAPABLE

— CLEANERS —

Professional Domestic
Cleaning Services

Are you a busy mum?
Working long hours?
Just need extra help?

Give us a call for reliable DBS
checked staff and fully insured
service!

07545 455742
sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk
www.capablecleaners.co.uk

MUNCAL GROUP

Privately owned local construction business with 25 years of
Industry expenence with an unwavering commitment (o our core
values of collaboration, workmanship and integeity

* Construction - renovations, small conversions &
extensions, registered installers of RubberBond flat
roofing

* Groundworks - sde preparation, block & beam,
foundations, deep drainage & services, finishing
surfaces

* Maintenance & repairs - all internal and external
aspects of bulding maintenance

* Landscaping - hard landscaping including retaining
walls

Get in touch to discuss your project
M: 07 733 697 877
Ph: 01732647014
E: info@muncalgroup.co.uk
W: www.muncalgroup.co.uk

smas’

OWORKSAFE
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e Christmas Lights Switch-on Festival will be on Saturday 29 November
High Street closed 12 noon until 7pm.

* 4x4 Santa Santa will be visiting Platt and Borough Green again on
Friday 19 December.

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 1 December 2025
at 19.30 in the COGS Annexe. The agenda will include a period for public
contributions and questions.

Council Contacts
Chairman mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk 01732 882880
Clerk clerk@boroughgreen.gov.uk 07568 536405
Full minutes are posted at MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk)

Ll SOUTH EAST 4X4 RESPONSE
. adV o'l CHRISTMAS SANTA RUN

L ononon ez 19 DECEMBER 5pm
PLATT & BOROUGH GREEN
SANTA WANTS TO MEET THE CHILDREN

AND HAND OUT SWEETS

SANTA

LOCATION APPROX TIME
PINE VIEW 17.10
BLUE ANCHOR CAR PARK 17.20
PLATT MEMORIAL HALL 17.30
JNCT CROW HILL / CROW HILL ROAD 17.40
JNCT NORMANHURST ROAD / BROCKWAY 17.50
MORGAN GARAGE 18.00
HIGH STREET CAR PARK 18.10
JNCT McDERMOTT ROAD / HARRISON ROAD 18.20
JNCT ISLES QUARRY ROAD / NISBETT DRIVE 18.30
JNCT WYATT CLOSE / STALEYS ROAD 18.40
WESTERN ROAD CAR PARK 18.50
FAIRFIELD ROAD LOOP 19.00
JNCT THE AVENUE / THE CRESCENT 19.10
JNCT WYE ROAD / ANNETTS HALL 19.20

Please note we will stop for any groups of children we see along the route so all
timings are approximate. There will be advance vehicles ahead of Santa’s
convoy, ensuring children are aware of Santa’s location. We look forward to
seeing you.

For more details please contact Sue Butterfill on suebutterfill556@gmail.com or 07757 494621
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Honeycomb
Construction
Services

Extensions - Loft conversions
Internal & External Alterations
Full Planning &
Structural Engineers Service
References Always Available

www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk

(01732) 883443
07989 509 630

)
¢
P.W. J>hysiothera Py

Trottiscliffe Physiotherapy and Sports Injury Clinic

Aaron Penna  Victoria Penna
Chartered Physiotherapists

Highly Experienced and Skilled Therapists

All Musculoskeletal, Rehabilitation and
Respiratory problems catered for

Clinic appointments available
Home Physiotherapy Service
Check out our 5* rating on google

Call today for an appointment or email
for further information

01732 823189
admin@pwphysio.co.uk
www.pwphysio.co.uk

Karl Burrluck
Plumbing and Heating

01732 886984
07886 783 170

52 Western Road
Borough Green,

Sevenoaks
TN15 8AQ

WELHAM JONES
‘-!\|[ NERALS MEMORIALS
=

“Help at an emotional time”

Borough Green,
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham

& surrounding villages

01732 780600
43 Western Road, TN15 8AL

boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk

¢ Traditional & Contemporary funerals
# Ecofriendly funerals & woodland burials
# Private chapel of rest # Home arrangements
¢ Memorials & keepsakes

www.welhamjones.co.uk
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St Joseph’s Catholic Church
Services over Christmas period
Christmas Eve Carols from 9.30pm
and Mass at 10pm
Christmas Day 9:30am Mass

Borough Green Baptist Church

Services over Christmas period

Sunday 21 December 10:30am Carol Service
Christmas Eve 5.15pm Carols round the Christmas Tree
Christmas Day 10:30am Morning Service

BRANDS HATCH
MORGAN KENT

Borough ’Green Christmas Lights - 29th November
Proud to be the official transport for Father Christmas

Visit our website for a great selection of Christmas gifts and stocking fillers,
including Morgan car hire vouchers, or visit our shop for ideas.

Brands Hatch Morgan, 45 Maidstone Road, Borough Green, TN15 8HA | 01732882017
www.morgan-kent.com/shop
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Xmas Eve ...
Xmas Day ...
Boxing Day .

Sunday 28t
Monday 29t
Tuesday 30t

CLOSED ‘ estw e
Sunday s CLoRED \(i LJ Travel Iiisc»,J‘“Jﬂ ’

Wishing Everyone A Wonderful
Christmas
&

Opening hours A Happy and Healthy New Year

AAAAAAAAAA 9am - 1pm

..... CLOSED iSheS

& TraC‘J

........... 9am — 1pm Dream - Explore - Discover

AAAAAAAAAA 9am — 1pm Kaf Gﬂ

Wednesday 31*t Dec.... gam ~ 1pm
Thursday 1t Jan. CLOSED
Friday 2nd Jan.. gam — 5pm

i
e Stephen D. Gay
Funeral dervice
P - » Proudly the oldest family run funeral
v AERIII!-IAENQE/B'I!EALII-_I!I\'AEAE';‘\IGINEER directors in the area, providing professional
service with compassion to Kent families
NO CALL OUT CHARGE since 1982
FREE ESTIMATES
LOCAL FRIENDLY FAMILY FIRM, 9 Western Road,
EST 40 YEARS Borough Green TN158AL
FREE VIEW - FREESAT- BT VISION
TALKTALK - SKY- FREE CHANNELS 01732 780222
FULLY INSURED b.green@stephenpgay.co.uk
DISCOUNTED RATES FOR 7 "
SENIOR CITIZENS We put you and your loved-one first.
Personalised funerals * Sincere prices * Home visits
T Memorials * Pre-paid funeral plans * Repatriation
@ Borouah Green freg Al faiths and religions,
’%m& g . as well as non-religious
07436 564 897 AR
BTVisifh m | CLZUTYUR O M F
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

BURIAL OF ASHES
Julie Hart

We offer our condolences to all those recently bereaved.

-

o ;Y/‘; (s ‘&‘_{
~7 I‘\ N

Thanks

Tony Redgrove sadly passed away on 12 August aged 95. His family
would like to thank everyone who sent kind messages of condolence; they
were very much appreciated. (Apologies for incorrect name in last month’s
edition.)

Monday Minis Toddler Time

Play and socialising for pre-school children and their grown ups.
Mondays 8 December and 12 & 26 January 10 to 12 noon in
COGS annexe. No charge, just a donation for tea and coffee “®&
please.

Games, Tea & Chat

On Mondays 8 December (Christmas Party) and 5 & 19

- January at 2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the
=l Good Shepherd. Come and enjoy board games, tea and

S )

%4 a chat. Plenty of room for new folk so, if you are
wondering whether it's for you, do get in touch and ask
for more information or just turn up at 2.00.

Contact Elaine Almond on 886440 or etalmond@aol.com

Cinema at COGS

Wednesday 17 December and 21 January 2pm in the Church
of the Good Shepherd. Please check the Church’s noticeboard
for these months’ presentations. All are welcome so come for an
afternoon of free entertainment. Refreshments available during
the interval.
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Events in the Village
for the months of December and January
(Plus Library events, Lunch Club and Saturday Open

House - see page 18)
November
28 BGVH - Public meeting on TMBC Local Plan - 7.30 .
29 COGS Christmas Fair - 10.00 to 1.00
BG CHRISTMAS MARKET and LIGHTS SWITCH ON - 2.00 onwards

e
December
1 BG Parish Council - COGS Annexe - 7.30
4 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration

COGS - Wreath making - 7.30 (Bookings only) ("N
5 BG Primary School - Clean and tidy up session - 2.00 to 4.00 :
7 SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - All-Age Worship - 10.00

BGBC - Service - 10.30

Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30
8 Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.00 to 12.00

Games, Tea and Chat (Christmas Party) - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00

BGVH - u3a meeting - 2.00
10  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15

COGS - Welham Jones Christmas Memorial Service - 6.30
11 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration

BGVH - Heart of Kent Hospice Charity Sale - 2.00 to 4.00
13  COGS - Christmas Supper Quiz - 6.30
14 SJCC - Mass - 9.30

COGS - Holy Communion - Rev Brian Stephenson - 10.00

BGBC - Service - 10.30
17 COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00 ~ e
18 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration 2
19 Santa 4x4 -5.00 onwards - (see page 11) ﬁ]
21 COGS - Breakfast Church -9.00

SJCC - Mass - 9.30

BGBC - Carol Service - 10.30

COGS - Carol Service - 6.30
24 COGS - Crib Service - 4.00

BGBC - Carols round the Christmas Tree - 5.15

SJCC - Carols from 9.30 and Mass at 10pm

COGS - Midnight Mass - 11.30

25 SJCC - Mass-9.30 31
COGS - All Age Christmas Communion - 10.00 3
BGBC - Christmas Service - 10.30 L

28 SJCC - Mass - 9.30 W
COGS - Worship - 10.00 e il
BGBC - Service - 10.30

16



January
1 SJCC - No Mass

4 SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - All-Age Worship - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30

Bash the Trash - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30
5 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
BG Parish Council - COGS Annexe - 7.30
6 SJCC - Mass (The Epiphany of the Lord) - 6.00pm
8 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration
11 SJCC - Mass - 9.30
COGS - Celebration of the Church’s 120th Anniversary -
Worship and Children’s Church -10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
12 Toddler Time - COGS Annexe -10.00 to 12.00
BGVH - u3a meeting - 2.00 usq
15 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration learn, laugh, live
18 COGS - Breakfast Church -9.00
SJCC - Mass - 9.30
BGBC - Service - 10.30
19 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00
21 COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00
22 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration
25 SJCC - Mass -9.30
COGS - Holy Communion and Children’s Church - 10.00
BGBC - Service - 10.30
26 Toddler Time - COGS Annexe - 10.00 to 12.00
29 SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration

Note: COGS Services maybe be subject to change in the interregnum.

Abbreviations
COGS Church of the Good Shepherd BGBC Borough Green Baptist Church
SICC St Joseph's Catholic Church BGVH Borough Green Village Hall

Contacting the Church of the Good Shepherd

In the absence of a Vicar:

If you need to speak to someone from the church (including any enquiry
about a wedding, a baptism or a funeral) contact one of the
churchwardens —

Julie (885437) or Carole (07542 442 140).
If you have a enquiry about burial of ashes contact Elaine (886440).
COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk
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BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY

The library is open — with a wide range of services, from free access to books,
computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books and films.
Opening hours are
10 -1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
and 9 - 1 on Saturday.

Ancestry - Monday 10.00 - 12.00 need to book an appointment
Natty Stitchers - Monday 10.00 -12.00
TLC Bookworms (second Monday of each month) 2.15 - 3.30
Scrabble - Tuesday 2.15 - 4.15
Coffee & Chat - Thursday 10.15-12.15
Baby Bounce & Rhyme Time - Friday 10.15 - 10.45
Friday 2 Book Club (second Friday of each month) 2.15 - 4.15

For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or
email boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help.

We look forward to seeing you.

’? DiGITAL is working to improve digital inclusion and capabilities. The
""/4 KENT nextevent is on Friday 5 December at 11.00 - 1.00. To book

4 a session and find out more please visit www.digitalkent.uk
or call 0300 0410950.

Clinics for sound support for deaf and hard of hearing people Hi Kent
- no clinic in December and January date yet to be confirmed.

Borough Green Lunch Club
C\U\‘o The club runs from 10.00 until 1.00 on both Thursday and Friday
uV‘f’ in the Village Hall, providing friendship, fun and food. Spaces
m available. We are able to provide transport if mobility is a
problem.
For further information contact Pauline on 07503 156 713.

Saturday Open House
Fancy a cuppa, cake and some conversation?
Pop in. Everyone Welcome. No Charge
No Agenda Just Community
10-12 Every Saturday @ COGS
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Quarry Hill Road
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Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column

Until Thursday 2 January 2026 Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council are
consulting on its draft Local Plan. This is the document which sets out where houses
should be built in our community, until the 2040s.

The task for the Council is so much harder than ever before. That's because
the Government have increased the housing target for TMBC by around 34%,
instructing our Council to find land for nearly 20,000 new homes across this period.
| feel for TMBC who have been given no choice and have pushed back against the
Government on these housing targets given the constraints on infrastructure. | did
not support these changes in Parliament and have voted against the Government
on its planning policy, including the new ‘grey belt’ definition. When | joined with
other MPs to prevent towns and villages being able to merge by protecting the
land between them, the Government voted against this.

Grey belt is an especially challenging policy for our area because it
effectively takes all land immediately adjacent to towns and villages out of the
green belt if it meets the ‘golden rules’ which most developers say their land is
able to.

In our community it means that much of the land of the Borough Green
Gardens development has been put forward again. This would still be the largest
allocation within the draft Local Plan, although no development would be
permitted until a relief road for the A25 is built. It shows why our input into this
consultation is especially important now.

It is therefore critical we have our say directly to TMBC before the
consultation closes on 2 January 2026. | have created a dedicated page on my
website with all the information, including links on how to respond. You can visit this
at www.tomtugendhat.org.uk/localplan

Please do share your thoughts with me and, crucially, with the Council too.
You can also share your views with me as follows

tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
01732 441563 130 Vale Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN9 1SP
Social Media - @tomtugendhat

TONBRIDGE AND MALLING BOROUGH COUNCIL - LOCAL PLAN

Details of how to see the draft Local Plan and participate in the public
consultation online are provided elsewhere in the magazine (page 7 and above).
Paper copies of the Local Plan are available at council offices.

Two areas in Borough Green are identified for housing development:-

Borough Green Gardens - from Nepicar roundabout to Dark Hill
roundabout to north of village. 2,000 houses in the Local Plan period (up to 2042)
with a further 1,000 beyond that.

Land south and west of Tillmans off Crouch Lane - 50 houses.

A further round of consultation is scheduled for July - September 2026 with
the final version of the Local Plan due to be submitted to Ministers by 12
December 2026.
Margaret and Richard Jeffery
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e WELHAM JONES

FUNERALS & MEMORIALS

)
I il

.
eperndent & fordy e snce fogy

You are warmly invited to join us for our Annual

.
‘(* CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL SERVICE 2025

Chutch of the Good Shepherd %

Quarry Hill Road, Borough Green, TN15 8RF

WEDNESDAY 10™ DECEMBER at 6.30pm ‘

R RSVP to Viv by 1st December
43 Western Road, Borough Green, TN15 8AL
Telephone: 01732 780600 or
Email: boroughgreen@wclhamjones.co.uk

www.welhamjones.co.uk

Christmas Chocolate Appeal 2025

is Christmas, Welham Jones is collecting selection boxes and
sweets to bring a little joy to children in our community.
F 3
Donations can be made at any of our branches
(please visit our website for addresses).

+
Thank you for your kindness and generosity.
ing you a Merry Christmas from everyone at Welham Jode
‘

www.welhamjones.co.uk

ELHAM JONES - -
; FUNERALS & MEMORIALS " " ) <
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Borough Green Village Hall
A Busy Autumn of Progress and Community

o~
BGVH

EST. 1965

It's been all go at the Village Hall this month, with lots of work going on to
ensure we remain compliant and continue to uphold the high standards our
community deserves.

We're delighted to announce that we've secured grants totalling £1,375
which will help towards replacing the front doors. We have now appointed a
contractor and work will start shortly. We have also secured a much larger grant
of £8,000 which will enable us to bring forward our plan to modernise the ladies'
toilets and create a separate disabled toilet, improving access for all our users.

After a year of exploring every option to find a new home for the short
mat bowls left by Borodara, we're pleased to report that they've found the right
place. They are now with Spadework, where they'll be used with their dementia
group and trainees. It's good to know they'll continue to be enjoyed.

It was lovely to see the Scout Group back at the Village Hall recently as
they gathered before their parade to Church on Remembrance Sunday, a
reminder of the hall's role at the heart of our village.

As we approach the end of another year for the Village Hall,
there's still much work to be done. We're always looking for new
committee members who can spare just one evening a month and come
along with ideas and enthusiasm. If you'd like to get involved in
supporting the hall, we'd love to hear from you.

Bryan Rawlins, Chair
Tel: 01732 646040
boroughgreenvillagehall@gmail.com
www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk

usa Borough Green & Wrotham u3a

loam, laugh, live This is just a reminder that Borough Green and Wrotham u3a

monthly meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at
2pm in Borough Green Village Hall, with tea, coffee, and biscuits. Parking/
disabled access available.

At our meeting on 8 December we will have Sleepwalk - a group of
talented retired musicians who will play favourite hits from the 1960s - 1980s to
get us into festive party spirit.

On 12 January we will welcome Philip Waite, a retired RAF Police
Sergeant who served in the UK and Germany on worldwide RAF operations, a
special squadron undertaking royal and ministerial visits, and VIP and ceremonial
duties.

We look forward to welcoming existing and new members, and guests (£5).
Parking is free for village hall users, so please remember to register your car in
the village hall lobby when you arrive.

For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact:

info@bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our website hitps://bgw.u3asite.uk
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WF TIMBER SERVICES

Based in Borough Green

07427 934426

JARVIS:

DECORATING N

wftimberservices@gmail.com

Painter and Decorator

38 years experience

Interior & Exterior

Free Estimates

Friendly and reliable Specialising in Woodland Management

Tree Surgery
Logs
Hedge Cutting
Woodland Management

Call Steve 07811 360269
www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk

WE HAVE ARRIVED
14AWESTERN ROAD
BOROUGH GREEN
SEVENOAKS, KENT, TN15 8AG
All enquiries—01732 904704

RINGSLEY BOND . .
SOLICITORS —— lorraine.pearce@kingsleybond.co.uk
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Reuse Shop at Allington Household Waste Recycling Centre

Kent B%- )
County

kc:n’[.ug?v_cu'kl 2 W This initiative is designed to help residents recycle, donate and

bag a bargain. The
shop sells good quality, pre-loved
items at affordable prices. The D
range of items goes from furniture R
and kitchenware through to toys =%
and books. As well as items taken
to Allington the shop is stocked with £
reusable items accepted at several
other KCC HWRGCs (including
Sevenoaks and Swanley). A portion ¥
of the profits from the shop will gof %
towards local charities with the rest [}
reinvested into the service to
support the expansion of KCC’s reuse initiatives across the county.

Residents can book appointments to use the Allington HWRC for
recycling, waste disposal and to donate items via

www.kent.gov.uk/allingtonhwre,

but no booking is needed just to browse the shop.

PARISH ALLIANCE SHOPPER BUSES

MONDAYS ROUTE 70
10.00 Wrotham Square, 10.05 Borough Green Station, 10.11 Platt,
Wrotham Heath, Offham, West Malling, Leybourne Chase, East Malling to
Larkfield. Returning from Tesco at 12.45.

FRIDAYS ROUTE 58

9.30 Wrotham Square, 9.35 Borough Green Station, 9.38 Platt, Wrotham
Heath, Addington, Trottiscliffe, Ryarsh, Birling, Leybourne, West Malling, East
Malling to Larkfield and Maidstone. Returning from Maidstone at 1.00.

Tonbridge and Malling health walks are free, fun and friendly,
perfect to help you get active, meet new people and improve
mental health and wellbeing.

The Platt walk leaves from St Mary's
Church steps at 10am on Mondays. To |
attend a walk just come along 10 minutes before |
the starting time of the walk (no booking
necessary). Outdoor clothing and footwear is
advisable. The walk (may include hills) lasts for
60-90 minutes. Refreshments are served in the
Church afterwards.
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»ff’ Holiday lnn

MAIDSTONE - SEVENOAKS

FESTIVE PARTY NIGHTS | FESTIVE LUNCHES | CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH

Book now on 01732 781 500 or email events@himaidstone.com

f @holidayinnmaidstonesevenoaks (@ @hi_maidstonehotel

Shires X 07921 197780
Heating @ ben@shiresheatingservices.com
~1JServices
 Boiler servicing * Unvented cylinder service and repairs
« Boiler breakdowns and repairs ¢ LPG, oil and leisure park homes / caravans
» New boiler installations and system upgrades « Landlords gas safety records
¢ Power flushing / system cleaning * Cooker and gas fire servicing
¢ Aga and Rayburn servicing and repairs « Radiator repairs and replacements

23 BAXI @ BVaillant
/mgsna BOILERS ATAG

Heating

www.shiresheatingservices.com
760 C500139
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Submission to Kent Friends of Trees
Recreation Ground

The recreation ground was purchased in January 1934 for £420 from a
local builder. The Memorial Pavilion was built in 1955 with a donation from the
Women's Institute and a Government War Memorial Grant. The Woodland
Walk was a piece of ancient woodland originally part of the Basted House
Estate. Basted House was owned by the Monckton family who also owned Basted
Paper Mill just south of the village. Mr Monckton donated the woodland to the
parish which is why we have a Monckton Road dedicated in the 1960s. Two foot
bridges were built across the Bourne and connecting paths run through the

woodland creating a tranquil walk. The trees on the Pavilion side are protected
by TPO.

Mike Taylor
Borough Green Parish Council

éw&b’%& IGHTHAM & DISTRICT GARDENERS’ CLUB

(S
SIDGC - We would like to introduce our club to you. We are a local
- gardening club who meet once a month in the evening at Ightham
“opnerss®  village hall. We specialise in talks which are all things gardening.
If you have recently taken up gardening as a hobby, or have a garden with
shrubs and flowers and would like some advice on their care, why not come
along and meet us. If you are new to the area and would like to meet up with
local gardeners, we welcome you.

We are a friendly, sociable club with a wide age span, so you would feel
at ease at one of our meetings. We have a question time at the end of our talks,
tea and home made cake and a raffle.

4 Our membership is £15 per year and our meetings are an

T s entertaining evening out, or just come as a visitor. We meet most
months with the exception of January and December. We hold
very successful seasonal shows with a variety of classes '
of fruit, vegetables and flowers with domestic and
floral classes too, something for everyone. Qy\'f j
=) 2 We advertise each month during the season -
y ¢ % ,52\& so keep a look out to see what’s on, or contact <ﬁ 3

oo “ the club secretary on 0779 900 2129 ° o . 4

W m -

“ for more information.
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7 Greenacres

Borough Green Road, Ightham, TN15 9JA
01732 884726

Get ready for Spring!

. Compost, pots, fertilisers, bird feed,
#logs and coal

W-"1. Seed potatoes, onion sets, seeds
=mmangs aNd potted spring bulbs

. Gardening tools and planting
accessories

. Local farm produce, eggs, cheeses,

& - Treat yourself to a coffee
d* available in the farm shop

Open every day:
9am - Spm

sales@greenacresgardencentre.co.uk




Wa Heart
.‘K.. of Kent

Hospice

Are you planning on ge'r'ring a real Christmas tree this year? Once the New Year
arrives, you’ll have to dispose of your tree, but don’t worry — we can help you
recycle it Our dedicated volunteers will collect your real spruce, fir or pine trees
on Friday 9, Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 January, right from your front gate or
driveway! This convenient service means you won’t have to endure the cold and
we only ask for a suggested donation of £15 per tree.
Book now at www.hokh.org/event/christmas-tree-recycling-2026/

Help the environment by recycling your tree with Heart of Kent Hospice, a
community initiative.

Join us for a magical evening of music and
{228 community spirit as Rock Choir brings the joy of the

CHRTSTMAS

season to life in a special Christmas concert at 6-7.30pm
on Sunday 7 December at Mote Hall, Mote Avenue,
CONCERT Maidstone, ME15 7RN. Whether you're a fan of feel-
good music or simply want to support local hospice care,
this is a night not to be missed. Tickets (adults £15, children £5, family £35) can
be booked at https://register.enthuse.com/ps/event/ChristmasConcert25.

RBLI LY ¥ Sunday 14 December Leybourne Lakes
« @ Join us for an unforgettable and festive
g Fl_!gﬁ event - the RBLI Rudolph Fun Run! Come

f along and celebrate the spirit of the season

while supporting a great cause. This exciting
event aims to raise funds for the Royal British Legion Industries (RBLI), an
organisation dedicated to improving the lives of veterans and their
families. Choose from a 5k chip timed route or a 2.5k family route: £20
per adult, £5 per child. One of a kind Rudolph medal for all finishers.
Option to pre-buy Antlers & Red Nose for £5. For more information and to
register go to https://rbli.co.uk/rbli-events/rudolphfunrun/

Christmas at Shipbourne Farmers Market

. The market will be open every Thursdqy as usual up to and including
4= Thursday 18 December. A special “pick up” market will take place on
¥ Monday 22 December from 8.30am to 10.30am, mainly for pre-
orders of meat and vegetables but other stallholders may also attend.
The market will re-open on 15 January.

We are delighted to be welcoming an array of carol singers to the market in
December. Shipbourne Primary School will sing on Thursday 11 December and
the Tonbridge Community Choir will sing on 18 December.
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SMALL NOTICES

J Skilton

4 Rubbish Cleared Service

Husband and wife team
Household, garden, etc.
Better than a skip, we load it!
All areas covered.
Environment and KCC registered.
Call Jayne 07885 944876 anytime.

T Clock Kent
23 Clock & Watch repairs, Q\‘\ﬁ

restoration & servicing L
Collection & delivery available.

Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789
or email: paul@clockkent.com
www.clockkent.com

e

(/& FRoTEGO

<=/ CONTROL

Matt Rose
Mobile: 07897314478

Email: info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk
Website: www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk

Phone Sockets/Broadband

25 YRS BT ENGINEER - FULLY INSURED
« New Phone & Broadband sockets / extensions
« Fault finding repairs / Improve broadband speeds
- Cat 5 wiring
- Internal/external re-routing and tidying of cables
prior to double glazing

Tel: G. NUGENT (07845 705900

www.fixyourline.co.uk

Learn to Line Dance

No experience needed
Fun, friendly classes with professional
instructor of more than 20 years.
Classes start
7 January, 6.30 - 7.30pm
Borough Green Village Hall
TN15 8BJ

8 January, 1-2pm
Platt Memorial Hall
TN15 8FH

£7, membership discount available

Register with Gary 07961090233
candglinedance@outlook.com

Pilates reformer studio

4 maximum to a class
Classes Monday through to Saturday
Bourne Enterprise Centre, Wrotham Road
Free parking
Hello@phoenixpilates.co.uk

PHOENIX PILATES
REFORMER

PHOENIXPILATES.CO.UK

e rHFlo =

o

< WU _

@ Hall bookings
—d

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill

Alan Williams 07436 115 425
Village Hall

David Peirce

www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk

01732 646040
Potters Mede

Bernard Galopin 07568 536 405

Defibrillator Locations

a) 24 hours a day
The Village Hall "
Potters Mede AED

Emergency
defibrillator

The Recreation Ground
The Fire Station

b) When premises are open
The Medical Centre

BG Primary School
Fourways Dentists
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Name

Colouring Competition. Bring your completed entry to the
Church of the Good Shepherd crib service on Christmas Eve at 4pm.
A prize for the best entry — no upper age limit.
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers o
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to three ‘taster’
walks with us. If you're new to our walks, please contact the walk
leader to check that their walk will suit you. For details of these

L

and other upcoming walks, including those for January, and walk Rambier®
leaders see our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk.
December Route I.Dns'ra'nce
in miles

Thursday 4th

Circular walk from Godden Green through Godden Woods
into Knole Park. If the weather allows we will take the outer
perimeter route of the park, otherwise we will stick mainly to
paths. Short break outside Knole House. Moderate difficulty.

Sunday 7th

A gentle walk around Mereworth and the Swanton Valley
before Tonbridge & Malling Ramblers AGM.

3.5

Sunday 14th

Circular walk from Platt to Ightham Warren and Basted
through woodland, farmland, orchards and quiet lanes with
valley views across to the North Downs. The route is
undulating and some sections are quite steep. Moderate
difficulty; one stile.

6.5

Sunday 28th

Circular walk from Wateringbury along the Medway Valley
towards Yalding and Nettlestead Green. We pass though
the deer park on the Greensand Way and a steady climb
passing Roydon Hall and onto Pizien Well. Mainly footpaths
and some quiet lane walking. Moderate difficulty; five stiles.

Wednesday
3st

See out 2025 with a leisurely walk from Linton Church
through parkland and along the Greensand Way passing

Boughton Monchelsea Place. Only one short uphill section.

Walks usually start mid-morning.
There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments)

and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website).

Mill stream at Basted
— 14 December walk
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PLD GENERAL BUILDER

PETER 07769 736646
Borough Green 01732 382530
(answer machine)

Extensions
Refurbishments
Brickwork
Driveways
Fascia & Soffits
GRP Flat Roofing
Conversions
Plastering
Patios
Kitchens / Bathrooms
Fencing
Painting & Decorating

AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING

LOCAL
LOCKSMITH

NO CALL-OUT FEE! 24HR SERVICES

\/ uPVC / DOUBLE GLAZING / PATIO DOORS
&WINDOW LOCK REPAIRS.

\/ JUST MOVED IN 2 WHO HAS A KEY ?
COMPLETE LOCK CHANGE SERVICE.

/ LOCK-OUTS / LOST KEYS / BROKEN
LOCKS.

¢ EMERGENCY LOCK & DOOR OPENING.
/ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK.

« ALL TYPES OF LOCKS / HARDWARE
SUPPLIED & FITTED.

Call Paul on:

07506 451405

graves972@btinternet.com

PaulGraves

Locksmith

Ave('ghe@katrade

core 9.95 | Over 1200 Reviews
Checkatrade ID 311650

FOURWAYS
ENGINEERINWT)

R e r

g

/

'-_'“lrf ’,4—\

EsT. 1973
Specialists in all Classic and Sports Car Restoration

and all Vehicles General Servicing

Unit 12 Platt Industrial Estate, Maidstone Road,

St Marys Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 8JL

Telephone: 01732 884 288

Email: info@fourwaysgroup.co.uk
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Do you struggle out of bed?
Is walking difficult or painful?
Have you an injury that just
isn’t getting better?

Contact Carole Simpson
Experienced and specialist
physiotherapist
01732 780909
Stay active and start
enjoying Life
Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk
www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk

@~

Borough Green
gPhysio‘rhercx py

The Studio at Windy Nob, Staleys
Road, Borough Green TN15 8RL

A léljlz%%lds

Residential Sales, Lettings & Valuations

Independent Village
Estate Agent
Dedicated to helping you

Our fee is only 1.2% + VAT

Call now for a free valuation

01732 884422

enquiries@hillier-reynolds.co.uk

3 Sevenoaks Road, Borough Green,
Kent, TN15 8AX

with to
help you achieve the
best price!

Your
providing an outstanding,
professional & friendly service

07429 483 423
jonathan.hall

JONATHAN HALL
&Xp o«

WRIGHT

Auto Services

—CA

Sevenoaks Road, Ightham,
TN15 9AD

For All Auto Queries
01732 780591 07747535657

All makes and models
MoTs
Free courtesy car
Free local collection and delivery

Brakes
Repairs

Servicing
No. Plates

All mechanical and diagnostic
work carried out by
qualified automobile engineers
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