

















Borough Green War Memorial Sports Pavilion

After the Second World War sixty-two men inspired by the
efforts of the late Lt. Colonel F.E. Griggs and Mr. R.L. Cloke built
the pavilion. This was accomplished with money raised by the Borough
Green Womens Institute and a grant from the Kent Playing Fields
Association. Men of two world wars freely gave of their time, skill
and labour to commemorate those fallen and to give thanks for the
survival of those who returned. Currently vandals on the site may be a
nuisance, but the proposed demolition of the edifice constitutes an
act of even greater vandalism.

At the opening and dedication ceremony Major General C.W.
Norman OBE said "This is an example to every community and village in
the land of cooperation and the will to work for the common cause.
our country did it in wartime, Borough Green has shown how it can be
done in peacetime."

Restraints on buildings and materials at the time restricted
the size. It was hoped that sometime in*“ the future it might be
enlarged to serve a growing community. And now I read that one
Councillor calls it "a large shed, a running sore, an open wound".
Another claims that it is past its wuseful life and no longer good for
its job in the modern world.

To repeat, it is a war memorial, constructed by dedicated men
with a vision of a better world. It is possible to respect their
vision by adding to their work =~ creating an extension with two
changing rooms, and indoor toilets. Vertical roof level railings along
the verandah would stop most vandalism.

Frank G. Bangay

Then Hon. Secretary Building Committee



