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BOROUGH GREEN  
OPTICIANS 

EST 1972 
OPTOMETRISTS AND 

CONTACT LENS CONSULTANTS 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday   
9.00 - 5.30  

Wednesday Closed 
Saturday 

 9.00 - 1.00  

• Full eye examination  

• Cataract referrals 

• Glaucoma check 

• Free trial on most types of 
contact lenses 

25, High Street 
Borough Green 

Kent 
 01732 884558 

Email bgopticians@outlook.com 

G R SERVICING LTD 
Now at Unit 16 

Orchard Place Business Centre 
Seven Mile Lane 
Wrotham Heath 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Servicing and repairing your 
vehicles.  
MOTs can also be arranged. 
 

PLEASE CALL  

01732 882725 as before. 

mailto:bgopticians@outlook.com
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Editorial from the Church of the Good Shepherd 
 October 2026 

 
 I spent this weekend with other artists in Headcorn at their annual art 
fair, each with our stand laden with lovely artwork waiting for visitors. A 
huge range, pottery, jewellery, painting in all different mediums along with 
textiles and sculpture. A mini society really talking to each other, supporting 
when someone felt a bit fearful, as did the lass on the next stand at her first 
art fair, and, whilst you might say we were perhaps competing for custom, 
there was no aggression or anger evident. Our visitors were interested and 
asking all sorts of questions too on their journey round the very light airy 
hall looking to find something that interested them.  
 Why am I telling you this? Well, it fed into the fact that I have, as 
perhaps you have, been thinking a lot about how we function as a society, 
how we would like things to be and what really matters. Here as a village, 
or small town(!) now, what would we like from our neighbours, friends, the 
authorities and so on? What do we expect from our council, the church, 
social clubs and each other?  
 And does what we individually do make a difference? In reality what 
I do affects my immediate environment and can ripple out. Change from 
the anger, despair and disillusionment that many feel can begin in tiny 
ways where we are talking, encouraging and supporting each other 
practically. Jesus encouraged his disciples to think about their community. 
We may be familiar with the idea of ‘love your neighbour as yourself’, that 
itself is a challenge, but small niggles may grow into larger problems as we 
have seen recently.  
 What we know less about is how often shall I forgive? What could I 
do if my brother or sister has something against me? And the answer from 
Jesus of ‘seventy times seven’ for forgiveness was based on the belief that 
we all owe a debt of gratitude to God for our lives, and to all that 
contribute to them. In his parable in Matthew’s Gospel (18:21-35) the 
person punished in the end was one exacting revenge on another for a 
small debt, where he owed much. If someone has a problem with us or vice 
versa, go and talk to them Jesus says (Matthew 18:15). These are known as 
the Hard Sayings of Jesus. The only way we will manage it is to ask Him for 
His strength and the grace to forgive, to love and to deal with our own 
anger and discontent.  
 Is it worth thinking about now as we go into autumn? Let’s each find a 
way to make a difference here in our village and watch the ripples go out 
from us. 

God bless 
Elaine 

Elaine Almond, Licensed Lay Minister 
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Cinema at COGS 
Wednesday 21 October 2pm in the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Please check the Church’s noticeboard for this month’s 
presentation. All are welcome so come for an afternoon of free 
entertainment. Refreshments available during the interval.  

Games, Tea & Chat  
On alternative Mondays (for dates see diary section)     
at 2 - 4pm in the annexe to the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Come and enjoy board games, tea and a chat. 
Plenty of room for new folk so, if you are wondering 
whether it’s for you, do get in touch and ask for more 
information or just turn up at 2.00. 

Contact Elaine Almond on 886440 or etalmond@aol.com 

Monday Minis Toddler Time   
Play and socialising for pre-school children and their grown 
ups. Monday 12 October  10 to 12 noon in COGS annexe. No 
charge, just a donation for tea and coffee please. 

  NOTHING FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS THIS MONTH 

All Souls Service 

In memory of those we love but see no longer 

Sunday, 1st November, at 4pm  
Church of the Good Shepherd, Borough Green TN15 8RF 

  

 This service will give some space to remember, give thanks and hold those 
who have died before God and in our hearts. 

  

If you wish for someone to be remembered by name as part of the 
service, then please forward their name(s) to me, either by phone or 

preferably email. Elaine Almond (01732) 886440 etalmond@aol.com 
  

Before the service, from 3:30pm, there will be an informal tea, giving a 
chance to gather, chat and share some memories. All are welcome.  

mailto:etalmond@aol.com
mailto:etalmond@aol.com
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Contacting the Church of the Good Shepherd 
In the absence of a Vicar: 

If you need to speak to someone from the church (including any 
enquiry about a wedding, a baptism or a funeral) contact one of the 
churchwardens –  

 Julie (885437) or Carole (07542 442 140). 

If you have an enquiry about burial of ashes contact Elaine (886440). 

  COGS website www.cogsonline.co.uk  

 

At the Church of the Good Shepherd 
Christmas Fair 

Saturday 28 November: 10 – 1pm 
Refreshments, bottle tombola,  

Christmas raffle, cakes and bakes, crafts, cards,  
gifts, stocking fillers and much more… 

A few tables left at £15 for interested stall holders.  
Contact Julie 01732 885437 to book. 

 
We will be celebrating Harvest 

at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd on Sunday 4 October 

at our 10am service. 
 

Each harvest time we ask for additional contributions towards our Food 
Bank. If you are able to share your “harvest bounty” to help others then 
we would be very grateful. 
Donations of non-perishable goods may be left in the Church’s porch 
(where there is a list of the items we need most) on any day - the Church 
is usually open 10am - 5pm. 
For any enquiries regarding our Food Bank please contact 
 Ian Simpson on 07801 135 460 or foodbank.cogs@gmail.com. 

http://www.cogsonline.co.uk
mailto:foodbank.cogs@gmail.com
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John Ballantyne 

 
All DIY work for reasonable rates 

 

Painting and Decorating, 
Flat pack assembly, 

Curtain poles, Blinds, 
 Mirrors and Pictures fitted, 

Jet Washing, 
Fencing 

 

General property maintenance 
No job too small 

 

Mobile: 07890 034846 

J & F 
 

A C C O U N T A N C Y  L T D 

Chartered Accountants 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 

Self-Employed Accounts 

Limited Company Accounts 

             Payroll & CIS          

MTD for Income Tax Advisers  

Tel: 01732 885444 
 

1 Station Court, Station Approach  
Borough Green, Kent TN15 8AD 

Email: info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk 
Web: www.jandfaccountancy.co.uk 

London House Works, 
Station Road, 

Borough Green 

 
www.gsmechengineers.co.uk 

 
email: 

 info@gsmechengineers.co.uk 

 
Tel: 01732 885314 

VEHICLE SERVICING  
AND REPAIRS 

mailto:info@jandfaccountancy.co.uk
http://www.gsmechengineers.co.uk
mailto:info@gsmechengineers.co.uk
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Notes from Borough Green Town Council 
 

The Council met at 7.30pm Monday 7th September 2026 at the 
COGS Annexe. Matters raised included (and Local Plan consultation) : 
 
• TMBC Local Plan - As you may have heard, Members of TMBC voted 33-10 

to reject the Draft Local Plan. It was largely because Planning Officers 
ignored the instruction by Members across the Council to produce a Plan that 
shared the Government imposed 20,000 houses fairly across the Borough. 
Officers also failed to address the profound infrastructure failures in water 
supply, traffic, sewage, medical and parking. We voted to defer the Plan until 
these matters were addressed but the Government triggered an Intervention 
and will take over the Plan, and the Regulation 19 "Consultation" began on  
11 September and can be accessed via www.tmbc.gov.uk/local-plan 

• The Regulation 19 Consultation is an intensely complex document and is 
designed to help developers and planners, and fails to allow ordinary 
members of the public to set out their very real concerns and we believe this is 
a travesty of democracy. The most important element locally is Chapter 14 
where TMBC Officers have tried to promote development of 2,000 houses in 
Plan period (3,000 overall) at Borough Green Garden City without the prior 
building of the Relief Road, set out at para 14.47. This must be the focal 
point of our comments. 

• Infrastructure is also failing us miserably in particular but do not forget water 
supply, traffic and sewage. This is covered at Chapter 13: Infrastructure and 
Service of the Draft Local Plan and representations can be made via 
www.tmbc.gov.uk/local-plan. 

• TMBC Planning Officers are still trying to reduce the role of the Borough 
Green Garden City Relief Road, by trying to make it an "aspiration" rather 
than an approved policy. The Relief Road has to be in place before any 
development or our villages will suffer 15 years of construction traffic on top 
of the current excessive traffic levels. This fight has only just started. 

• Remember Democracy in Planning?  It has long been a right for you to ask 
local TMBC Members to "call-in" a planning application to be heard by a 
Committee and that gives local people a voice in the planning process. The 
Government has changed the rules completely and very few applications will 
go to a Committee, and those that do will be allocated by Officers. And in a 
final insult any application for more than 150 houses that is refused will 
automatically go to the Secretary of State for decision. 

• Public Attendance at this meeting was considerable, some asking valid 
questions about Public Liability Insurance on the Town Council assets in the High 
St and the Bike Trail at Isles Quarry, but mostly triggered by social media 
rumours. I am happy to assure people that our previous Clerk had put a huge 
amount of effort into ensuring we knew that every single Council asset was 
listed and that all the required insurances were in place. But unfortunately 
some were there simply to deliver unwarranted personal abuse. But that is one 
of the problems with real democracy, you have to allow everyone a voice, 
even when they deliberately abuse our hard won freedom of speech. 

         (Continued on page 11) 

ESTABLISHED 
APRIL1934 

http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/local-plan
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/local-plan
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Tel:01622 202475 - Mob: 07545 086827 
 

Email: dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com 

 

A PALMER COMPLETE 
ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

 
01732 886 939   07774 201 154 

 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK  

LARGE OR SMALL 
 

FULL REWIRES, PARTIAL 
REWIRES, FUSEBOARDS, 

TEST CERTIFICATES,  

SOCKETS, LIGHTING.  

DOMESTIC     COMMERCIAL   

LOCAL AUTHORITY 

RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE. 

mailto:dbhomeandgarden@gmail.com
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Advertising 
Any commercial bodies or people offering services who wish to advertise 
should contact Chris Atkins email chris.atkins1952@gmail.com or phone 
01732 366615 about rates and availability of spaces.  
If you have something you want to sell, a caravan or cottage you want to let 
for holidays etc then contact Margaret Jeffery. The cost of such personal 
notices are just £2 per issue.  
The views expressed in articles are not necessarily those of the Editorial Team. 
The Editorial Team cannot accept responsibility for wrong information 
received, or mistakes that occur in publication. The Editorial Team cannot 
accept responsibility for any delay in distribution. Publication of 
advertisements does not imply any form of recommendation. All articles in this 
magazine are covered by copyright and permission must be obtained before 
reproducing them in any format.  
The total print run of the magazine is over 2000 copies and it is also 
available to read on the COGS, BG Community and Council websites. 

 
Thanks  

Thank you to the Borough Green Council for their generous grant and to all 
our advertisers for their financial support which makes the production of this 
magazine possible. Also thank you to all our distributors who get the Voice to 
every house in the community. 

 
Articles for the next magazine 

The Voice is your community magazine and it relies on the people of Borough 
Green to make it as interesting as possible. Organisations, clubs and 
individuals are welcome to submit articles on their activities and subjects likely 
to be of interest. 
The deadline for articles for the next magazine will be Tuesday 13 October  
and these should be sent to the address below. The next magazine will cover 
November so if you have any events planned for that month and you would 
like them to appear in the diary section please send to :- 
m-jeffery@talktalk.net       Margaret Jeffery  
01732 883978        7 Lendon Road  
         Borough Green  
         TN15 8SE 

DELIVERING THE VOICE 
We are looking for some help to deliver this 
magazine each month in the village. At the 
moment there is a particular need to cover : 
 Wrotham Road   
 The Avenue and The Close 
If you are able to help with any of the above or willing to 
put your name forward for any future vacancies, please 
contact Chris Atkins 01732 366615. 

mailto:chris.atkins1952@gmail.com
mailto:m-jeffery@talktalk.net
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WROTHAM COMPUTER 
CARE 

Computer help  

at your Home or Office 

 
PCs and Apple Macs 

 
We are a local company providing  

an affordable service to local families,  
professionals, businesses and schools. 

 

For more details please contact us: 

 

01732 780176 or 07795 552440  

 
mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com 

 

www.wrothamcomputercare.com 

Professional Domestic  
Cleaning Services 

 
Are you a busy mum? 
Working long hours? 
Just need extra help? 

 
Give us a call for reliable DBS 
checked staff and fully insured 

service! 
 

01732 792076 

 

sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk 
www.capablecleaners.co.uk 

mailto:mwhite@wrothamcomputercare.com
http://www.wrothamcomputercare.com
mailto:j.lawrenson@hotmail.com
mailto:sophie@capablecleaners.co.uk
http://www.capablecleaners.co.uk
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Regulation 19 Local Plan Consultation 
(Press release issued on 11 September) 
  

 A consultation has launched for Tonbridge and Malling’s 
Draft Local Plan, known as Regulation 19, following a legal direction from the 
Government to proceed with the plan-making process. 
 Tonbridge and Malling Borough Councillors had previously voted to pause 
the local plan at their meeting on 3 September. Whilst recognising the significant 
work that had been carried out to positively prepare a Regulation 19 Local Plan 
to meet the Government's requirements, including their prescribed housing target 
and timescales, councillors did not have confidence in the capacity of South East 
Water’s infrastructure to support the significant additional housing numbers 
required.    
 The Council also had major concerns about wider infrastructure delivery 
including foul drainage and the sustainability of the ‘vision led’ transport 
approach required by national planning policy. 
 The consultation, which it would be unlawful for the Council to not now 
undertake given the Government’s direction, gives residents, businesses, 
landowners and organisations the opportunity to make formal representations on 
the Plan before it is submitted for independent examination. 
 The draft Local Plan has been prepared using evidence gathered over a 
number of years and has been informed by comments received during the 
Regulation 18 consultation, which took place between November 2025 and 
January 2026. 
 The Regulation 19 stage differs from earlier consultations as it focuses on 
whether the proposed Local Plan has been prepared in accordance with legal 
and procedural requirements and whether it is considered "sound". A sound plan 
is one that is justified by the available evidence, has been positively prepared, is 
capable of being delivered and is consistent with national planning policy. 

(Continued on page 13) 

• Local Government Reorganisation has thankfully been abandoned - what a 
waste of money! 

• There have been 5 resignations from the Council and, if an election 
is not called, in six weeks we can co-opt - a chance to serve your 
community. 

• We are also recruiting for a new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer - if 
you have the required experience, please get in touch. 

     
The next Borough Green Council meeting will be held on Monday 5th October 
2026 at 19.30 in the COGS Annexe. The agenda will include a period for public 
contributions and questions. 

 
Council Contacts 

Chairman  mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk  01732 882880 
Full minutes are posted at  MINUTES | mysite (boroughgreen.gov.uk) 

mailto:mike.taylor@boroughgreen.gov.uk
https://www.boroughgreen.gov.uk/minutes-archive
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Extensions - Loft conversions   
Internal & External Alterations 

Full Planning &  
Structural Engineers Service 
References Always Available 

 
 

www.honeycombconstruction.co.uk 

(01732) 883443   
07989 509 630  

“Help at an emotional time” 
 
 

Borough Green, 
Wrotham, St Mary’s Platt, Ightham 

& surrounding villages 
01732 780600 

 
43 Western Road, TN15 8AL 

boroughgreen@welhamjones.co.uk 
 
 

 Traditional & Contemporary funerals 
 Eco-friendly funerals & woodland burials 

 Private chapel of rest  Home arrangements 
 Memorials & keepsakes 

 
 

www.welhamjones.co.uk 

 
Karl Burrluck 

Plumbing and Heating 
 
 
 
 
 

01732 886984          
07886 783 170                

 
52 Western Road 
Borough Green, 

Sevenoaks 
TN15 8AQ 
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Borough Green sites in the draft Local Plan 
 As far as Borough Green is concerned the draft Local Plan (which covers 
the period up to 2042) includes the proposed development “BG1 Land North of 
Borough Green” (previously referred to as “Borough Green Gardens”) but not 
that off Crouch Lane which was in the previous draft.  
 The BG1 proposal comprises 120ha to the north of Borough Green and 
Platt and details are on pages 422-429 of the draft. It is for “approximately 
2,000 homes and around 33,200sqm of employment floorspace, alongside 
supporting infrastructure including education, healthcare, community, retail and 
leisure uses, and extensive green infrastructure”. A key component is the delivery 
of a new road linking the A25 to the A20. 
 Hard copies of the Local Plan and supporting documents are available for 
inspection at Borough Green Library.  
 

Local Government Reorganisation 
 The Government has announced that, in common with other areas of the 
country, the planned reorganisation of Kent County Council, Medway Council and 
the 12 district, borough and city councils in Kent into four unitary authorities is 
being paused pending a review to ensure the approach is robust and aligns with 
new Government priorities. Kent council leaders say that they have been given no 
indication of time scales but are asked to continue with some preparatory work. 
For more details go to www.kentcouncilleaders.org.uk 
 

      Margaret and Richard Jeffery 

 Councillor Matt Boughton, Leader of Tonbridge and Malling Borough 
Council, said: "Councillors were firm that we should not pursue the Local Plan until 
there was clear evidence that a water supply can be provided to every property 
the Government wishes to see built across the borough. As a result of the 
Government’s actions, we are lawfully bound to now proceed with this 
consultation and are inviting residents and interested parties to review the draft 
Local Plan and submit their comments. Our communities should rest assured 
however that we are also making the case to Government about the exceptional 
circumstances that we believe mean the Council should not progress further with 
the Plan at this time. The council remains deeply concerned about the availability 
of water supply and infrastructure capacity to support the level of growth 
required by Government housing targets. However, it is important that residents 
take this opportunity to have their say through the formal process. This is an 
important stage, and I would encourage everyone taking part to review the draft 
Plan and supporting evidence thoroughly before submitting their comments, 
particularly on the areas that matter most to them. " 
 Following the consultation, the council is required to review and present the 
representations received and submit the Local Plan and supporting evidence to 
the Secretary of State for independent examination.   
 Details of the consultation, supporting documents and information on how to 
make representations are available at the council's Local Plan webpages at 
www.tmbc.gov.uk/localplan. 

 

(Editor’s note: the consultation closes on 25 October. ) 

http://www.kentcouncilleaders.org.uk
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/localplan
http://www.tmbc.gov.uk/localplan/
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TICKETS (in advance): £15  
 

Online: https://givealittle.co/cbigbandconcert101026  
 

At the Church:  Tuesday & Sunday mornings   
and on the door 

https://givealittle.co/c/bigbandconcert101026
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Your Poppy Appeal Needs You! 
After several years as Organiser I am now standing down 
and need someone to take up the reins. If any kind soul is 
interested please could you call me on 07973 520542 
and I can explain what it entails. 

Thank you, whoever you are. Margaret Vick 

Borough Green Medical Practice 

Winter Flu and Covid Vaccination Clinics 
 
Flu and Covid Clinics have been confirmed and are being held on 3 and 17 
October 8am-12pm but the time maybe extended depending on demand. 
Eligible patients will be invited by text or via your NHS App. 
Please see below conditions that are eligible for the Flu Vaccine if under 65. 
All Over 65s Eligible. 
Carer's are eligible for Flu only. 
Qualifying Medical Conditions 

· Respiratory conditions 
· Heart conditions 
· Kidney or liver disease 
· Neurological conditions: multiple sclerosis (MS) or cerebral palsy 
· Diabetes and endocrine disorders 
· A weakened immune system 
· Spleen problems 
· Learning disabilities 
· Severe obesity 

For autumn 2026, COVID-19 vaccination is offered to: 
· adults aged 75 years and over 
· residents in care homes for older adults 
· individuals who are immunosuppressed aged 6 months and over 
· organ, bone marrow or stem cell transplant patients 
· those being treated with systemic steroids for more than a month 
· those living with HIV 
· those receiving immunosuppressive or immunomodulating biological  

  therapy 
· those undergoing chemotherapy or radiotherapy 
· those requiring long-term treatment for immunosuppression 
· those with a history of haematological malignancy including chronic  

  leukaemia, lymphomas, and leukaemia 
· those with genetic disorders affecting the immune system 
 

These clinics are not walk in and patients will need to book a time with 
Reception 01732 883161. 
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Events in the community 
for the month of October 

 
1  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

2 BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

3  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
 BG Medical Practice - Flu and Covid Jab Clinic 
4  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - All Age Harvest Festival - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 
 Bash the Trash  - BGVH - 11.30 to 12.30 
5  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS  Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00 
 BG Council - COGS Annexe -  7.30  
6  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 

8  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

9  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 
 BG Library - Friday 2 Book Club - 2.15 to 4.15  
 Wrotham Historical Society - 7.45 - Wrotham Village Hall  
10 Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Wrotham Church - Big Band Concert - 7.30 
11  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - Holy Communion with Rev Fr Douglas Emmott - 10.00  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 

12  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Toddler Time - COGS  Annexe - 10.00 to 12.00  
 BG Library - TLC Bookworms  - 2.15 to 3.30  
 BGVH - u3a meeting -  2.00   
13 BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 

14  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15  
15  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

16  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

17  Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
 BG Medical Practice - Flu and Covid Jab Clinic 
18  COGS - Breakfast Church - 9.00   
 SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 
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Abbreviations  
COGS  Church of the Good Shepherd    BGBC    Borough Green Baptist Church 

SJCC    St Joseph’s Catholic Church    BGVH   Borough Green Village Hall 

19  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Games, Tea and Chat - COGS  Annexe - 2.00 to 4.00 
20  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 
21  COGS - Film Afternoon - 2.00 

22  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 

23  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 
24 Saturday Open House - COGS - 10.00 to 12.00 
 Wrotham Fireworks - (see below) 

25  SJCC - Mass - 9.30  
 COGS - Holy Communion with collection of shoeboxes for   
  Blythswood Care - 10.00 
 BGBC - Service - 10.30 

26  BG Library - Natty Stitchers - 10.00 to 12.00 

27  BG Library - Scrabble Club - 2.15  to 4.15 

28  Sticky Fingers - BGBC - 10.00 to 11.15  
29  SJCC - 10.00 Mass followed by Adoration  
 BG Lunch Club  - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Coffee & Chat - 10.15 to 12.15 
 BGVH - Community Promotion - 6.00 to 8.30 (see page 14) 
30  BG Lunch Club - BGVH - 10.00 to 1.00  
 BG Library - Baby Bounce and Rhyme Time - 10.15 to 10.45 

31  COGS and u3a - Craft Fair - 11.00 to 2.00 
  
Note: COGS Services maybe be subject to change in the interregnum 

Wrotham Cricket Ground    
Saturday 24 October  

 Starts 5.30    Fireworks 7.15      Ends 9.00 
 

This is a charity event with all proceeds donated to local causes. 
Information on tickets is at www.wrothamfireworks.com. 

            Some dates in November 
 
  8  Remembrance Sunday 
     28  COGS Christmas Fair 
     28  BG Christmas Lights Switch on  

http://www.wrothamfireworks.com
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AQUANERO LTD 
 

BEAUTIFUL BATHROOMS  
EXPERTLY INSTALLED 

BESPOKE 
DESIGN 

 
QUALITY 

PRODUCTS 
 

EXPERT  
INSTALLATION 

 
QUALITY 

GUARANTEED 

FROM CONCEPT TO 
COMPLETION WE CREATE 
BATHROOMS YOU WILL 
LOVE 

Based in Borough Green  

dan@aquanero.co.uk 
07793 050 555 

ALL SEASONS  
GARDENING 

 

Hedge Cutting          
Bushes Trimmed 

Garden Clearance               
Tidy-ups 

 

Green Waste Removed 
Green Waste Licence Holder 

 
 

For a free estimate call 
John 

 

01732 463669 

 

Wrotham  
Historical Society  

 
Friday 9 October   7.45pm    

Wrotham Village Hall  
 
 

Boat -Train through Kent 
The old way of travelling south  

to the continent 
by Alan Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All visitors welcome - £5 
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 At last, we have a firm date for our heat‑pump 
installation - and it can’t come soon enough. It feels a long 
time since we were first committed to the project, but we 
know our hirers will notice the improvement straight away, 

whatever the weather. The hall will be far more comfortable for everyone: our 
older users will feel warmer and our more energetic groups will enjoy a much 
cooler space. 
 Inside the hall we have topped up the kitchens with new mugs and glasses, 
closing a gap that has been an annoyance for hirers. Little things make big 
differences. 
 We are now turning our attention to the outside of the hall, especially the 
car park. You may have spotted that we’ve recently become a popular overnight 
stop for campers and large vans. Unfortunately, these vehicles don’t fit our 
marked bays and often end up taking more than one space - not ideal when we 
only have 35 in total. To help keep the car park available for the people who 
actually need it, we’re planning to install a height barrier. This should make a 
real difference and ensure there’s plenty of room for our regular users. 
 Further ahead we are planning to landscape the rear and side of the 
building with new shrubs. We wonder if planters would work at the front to give 
the hall a more pleasant outlook. If there is any local landscaping company or 
garden centre who could support this project we would love to hear from you.  
 A little less exciting, but just as important, we’re also making sure that all 
the licences and insurance we need are fully in place. Although a few 
unnecessary obstacles have slowed things down, we’re making good progress. 
Our aim is simple: to ensure that, if an accident ever occurs in or around the hall, 
everything is properly covered and the ownership of items on our land is clearly 
documented 
 Thank you, as always, for your patience and support while we continue 
working to make the hall an even better place for our hirers. Every improvement 
we make whether behind the scenes, inside the building or out in the car park is 
done with you in mind. We are grateful for the understanding you have shown as 
we have undergone our projects and your continued goodwill helps us to keep 
the hall welcoming, safe and comfortable for everyone who uses it.   

BOROUGH GREEN LIBRARY 
The library is open – with a wide range of services, from free access to books, 
computers, WiFi and information on the hire of music, audio books and films.  
Opening hours are  

10 - 1 and 2 - 5 on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
and 9 - 1 on Saturday. 

Events for which no booking is required see diary section 

Ancestry - Monday 10 - 12 need to book an appointment 
 

# 
For more advice please call the library on 03000 413 131 or  

email boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk where staff will be able to help. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

mailto:boroughgreenlibrary@kent.gov.uk
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Borough Green  & Wrotham u3a  
 The next meeting of Borough Green & Wrotham u3a will 
be held on Monday 12 October at 2pm in Borough Green 
Village Hall. 
 We will welcome our speaker Andy Smith, a performance artist, 
entertainer, author and former business communicator, who has two artificial 
limbs, a wife, three children and a whippet. Andy engages audiences with 
stimulating poetry and related commentary, interspersed with humour, thought 
provoking insights and an occasional spattering of history. He also presents 
the lighter side of disability while motivating audiences of all ages and 
abilities to “make the most of what they have got”. 
 We look forward to welcoming existing and new members (free) and 
guests (£5). Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served. Parking is free for village 
hall users, so please remember to register your car in the hall lobby when you 
arrive. 

For further information, or to join your local u3a, please contact: 
info@bgwu3a.org.uk or visit our website https://bgw.u3asite.uk 

https://bgw.u3asite.uk
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Painter and Decorator  

 
38 years experience  

 
Interior & Exterior  

 
Free Estimates 

  
Friendly and reliable  

 
Call Steve 07811 360269  

www.jarvisdecorating.co.uk  
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Charming Almshouse Cottage available in Wrotham 
 

Being refurbished – ready to move in late December. 
St Mary’s Road, Wrotham TN15 7AJ. 

The refurbished cottage includes: lounge diner, bedroom with fitted wardrobe, 
fully fitted kitchen with fridge freezer, oven and hob, shower room with separate 
WC, garden, inclusive of heating, shared use of washing machine.  
Who Can Apply? Aged 50 or over. Priority will be given to those in housing need 
with limited financial means. 

Interested? Get in Touch with Betenson Trust Clerk: 
Kathy North; email: knorth@gmx.com  phone: 07801 439716 

Address: Rough Acres, Comp Lane, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 8NP. 

 Closing Date for Applications : 19 October. 

We offer free, bookable home fire safety visits for 
residents in Kent and Medway! 
If you or someone you know falls into one of these 
groups, our service is here to help:  

 •Over 70 years old •Living with a long-term health condition 

 •Smokers   •Have children under five 

Our goal is to keep you safe and reduce the risk of accidental fires in your home. 
Book an appointment at a time that suits you, and one of our officers will visit to 
check your smoke alarms, install new ones if needed, identify any fire hazards, 
and provide personalised fire safety advice. 
Find out more and book your visit go to www.kent.fire-uk.org/hfsv or phone 
0800 923 7000.  

 

Bitesize Drama  
present 

An evening of Alan Bennett's Talking Heads 
 

Comic, poignant and wonderfully uplifting Talking Heads is widely 
regarded as a modern classic and “one of the finest dramatic 

achievements of the past few decades” 
 

 Bitesize Drama return to Borough Green in a new venue  
 

The Church of the Good Shepherd  
 

Tickets are competitively priced at only £10  
and there will be a low cost bar. 

 

Friday 20
th

 November and Saturday 21
st

 November 
Doors open at 19.00pm for a 19.30pm start 

 

Tickets from Ticketsource: www.ticketsource.com/bitesizedrama 

mailto:knorth@gmx.com
http://www.kent.fire-uk.org/hfsv
http://www.ticketsource.com/bitesizedrama
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Tom Tugendhat MP’s Column  
 

 September often brings surprises and new beginnings. For me, that has 
meant taking on a new role as shadow Foreign Secretary. Working alongside 
Kemi Badenoch, the Leader of the Conservative Party, I will be helping shape our 
foreign policy, working to make Britain safer and more prosperous, and boosting 
our role in the world. 
 Iran have targeted our infrastructure at home, Russia has sailed 
unregistered ships through our waters and China intimidates dissidents in Britain. It 
is clear that events overseas can threaten our security but those threats are not 
limited to conventional war. They also affect our food supplies, energy security 
and cybersecurity. Keeping our country safe requires Britain to stand up for its 
interests on the world stage. 
 After serving in uniform and in government, I want to see our country use 
every skill and talent to make us stronger and happier. All that to defend what 
we love at home. 
 I will continue responding to residents’ concerns, supporting local businesses, 
charities and community groups. From improving phone signals to ensuring 
that upgrades are made to local water infrastructure, I am working for the 
people of Borough Green. 
 As always, I’m here to serve you. If you have a concern, suggestion or 
question, please email me at tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk. 

 

 

Number Plate Thefts 
 

 There have been several reports of number plate thefts in Borough Green 
and surrounding villages. Drivers are being reminded to take simple steps to 
protect their number plates from theft and misuse. Unfortunately, stolen or cloned 
number plates are often used to commit further offences, including fuel theft, 
traffic offences and other criminal activity. To help protect your vehicle: 
 • Use anti-tamper or security screws to make number plates more difficult 
  to remove. 
 • Park in well-lit or secure locations whenever possible. 
 • Regularly check that both number plates are present and secure. 
 • Remain vigilant for suspicious activity around parked vehicles and report 
  any concerns to police. 
 • Consider installing CCTV or a video doorbell if your vehicle is usually 
  parked at home. 
 If your number plates are stolen, report the theft to police as soon as 
possible and notify the DVLA and your insurer. Prompt reporting can help 
prevent your details from being linked to offences committed by someone else. 
  By taking these simple precautions and remaining vigilant, we can reduce 
opportunities for vehicle crime and help keep our communities safe. 

 

 Dylan McElligott 
(Tonbridge Neighbourhood Beat PC )  

mailto:tom.tugendhat.mp@parliament.uk
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Memory Café - for anyone with dementia and their partner/carer/family 
member to meet others in the same situation, make new friends and share 
knowledge and information. There is usually a speaker, an entertainer or a 
quiz. 1st Monday of every month (except bank holidays) AND 3rd 
Wednesday of every month, 2.30pm until 4.30pm. There is no charge but 
we hold a raffle to cover the costs of tea, coffee and cakes.  

Singing group – for people with dementia and their partner/carer to sing 
a variety of songs they know and love, in a fun and friendly environment. 
1st Wednesday AND 3rd Monday of every month, 3pm until 4.30pm. Tea, 
coffee and biscuits provided for a small donation.  

Music and Movement group – a mainly seated exercise session to music 
for those living with dementia and their carers. 2nd Wednesday AND 4th 
Monday of every month, 2.30pm until 3.30pm with teas and coffees 
afterwards. There is a small charge of £3 per couple. 

Carers Support Group – for anyone who is caring for a loved one with 
dementia to get support from others in the same situation. 4th Wednesday 
of every month from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits 
provided for a small donation. 

Arts and Crafts group – for people with dementia to attend alone. 
Assessment required. A variety of crafts projects including painting, model 
making, woodwork and collage. 2nd Monday of every month, 2.30pm until 
4.30pm. Refreshments provided. Donations appreciated. 

Walking group – open to everyone. Relaxed, easy walking around the 
local countryside. Every Wednesday morning, (unless the weather is really 
bad) 10-12 from Spadework car park entrance. Booking and registration 
form required. 

Young Onset Peer Support Group – for people with a recent diagnosis of 
young onset dementia (under 65) to meet others in the same situation and 
get support, advice and information in a calm and friendly environment. 
4th Monday of every month 10-12. Refreshments provided. Donations 
appreciated. 

 
For more information about any of these services or to make 
a referral please contact   Julie Negus, Dementia Services 
Manager on 01732 870002 or  e-mail  
julie@spadework.org.uk 
Teston Road, Offham, West Malling, Kent, ME19 5NA. 

mailto:julie@spadework.org.uk
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SMALL NOTICES 
Clock Kent 

 

Clock & Watch repairs, 
restoration & servicing 

Collection & delivery available. 
 

Call Paul on 01732 884363 / 07831 884789 

or email: paul@clockkent.com 
www.clockkent.com 

 

Defibrillator Locations 
a) 24 hours a day 
The Village Hall 
Potters Mede  
The Recreation Ground 
The Fire Station    
b) When premises are open 
The Medical Centre  
BG Primary School 
Fourways Dentists 

Hall bookings 
 

Parish Hall - Quarry Hill  
   Alan Williams   07436 115 425 
Village Hall    
   David Peirce 

www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk 

   01732  646040 
Potters Mede  
  Mike Taylor  01732 882880  

. 
 
 
 
 

Matt Rose 
Mobile:  07897314478 

Email: info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk 

Website: www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk 

 Borough Green Village Litter Pick 
Every first Sunday of the month 

11.30 - 12.30  
from BG Village Hall.  

All equipment supplied, just turn up 
and go at your own pace.   

mailto:paul@clockkent.com
http://www.clockkent.com/
http://www.boroughgreenvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:info@protegopestcontrol.co.uk
http://www.protegopestcontrol.co.uk
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Moonlit Walk  
Enjoy the 5 mile or 1 mile walk to support Heart of Kent 
Hospice on Friday 2 October (arrive 5.30 walk starts at 6.30) 
at  Cobtree Manor Park, Forstal Road, Aylesford,  ME20 7AG. 
From the moment you arrive, the night is full 

of life. Check in and get glittered up at our face paint station, 
while music and performers set the mood - with drinks stands 
on hand to keep things going. Then it's time to set off into the 
dark. The trail is illuminated by colourful lights and the glow of 
everyone walking alongside you, creating a beautiful path 
through the park. Along the way, there's space to pause and 
remember the people who brought you here, surrounded by 
hundreds of others doing the same. 
For more details and booking go to www.hokh.org/event/moonlit-walk/ 

 
WROTHAM (ST. GEORGE’S) CRICKET CLUB        

                  
 A late replacement fixture against Harvel proved Wrotham’s undoing with 
a strong home team winning with 6 wickets to spare. Batting first, Wrotham got 
off to a strong start with Patrick Gregson and James Barrigan getting into the 
40s. After that wickets fell cheaply with only Eliot Benn, with a hard hitting 34, 
taking the score to a respectable 172 from 28 overs, with one of the opposition 
bowlers claiming 6 wickets. The total didn’t really challenge Harvel and 
Wrotham’s bowlers found it hard going to contain the scoring. 
 Next week saw Kings Hill visit Wrotham in the continuing heatwave. With 
their openers each getting 50s, plus 2 others with good scores, Kings Hill’s total of 
255 off 40 was always going to be too much for the home side. When the time 
came to bat Wrotham gave their best, with Neil Pickford, Matt Crisp and Ricky 
Hussain all getting decent scores. 174 off only 34 overs was decent but not good 
enough under the circumstances. 
 Yet another home game on the arid savanna of Wrotham in 30 degrees 
plus. Hildenborough went in first and were all out for 137 off 35 overs. Some 
really good bowling kept a lid on things and Will Booth and Chris Harvey 
continued their successful seasons, Will taking 3 wickets for 26 and Chris 4 for 26.  
Wrotham got to 124 for 2 wickets thanks to a steady 47 from opener Bernie 
Galopin and a powerful 53 from Dom Humphrey. Bernie was out just short of his 
50 in that most unfortunate dismissal - hit wicket. Victory was then assured and 
Wrotham came out winners with 5 wickets to spare. 
 In keeping with his normal strategy to avoid blame for wrong decisions, 
skipper Will Booth duly lost the toss against visitors Ash who put Wrotham in to 
bat. Decent scores by Mark Pestridge (a patient 43), Jon Hills (33), Neil Tompkins 
(23) and a blistering 29 from returning Steve Gosling took Wrotham to a 
respectable 154 for 7 off their 35 overs. However, hopes of blowing Ash away 
disappeared in 28 overs and Ash ran in with only 4 wickets down. With a 
threadbare bowling line up Will Booth again bowled well leading the attack 
taking 2 off 29 off his 7 overs. 
             John Humphreys 

http://www.hokh.org/event/moonlit-walk/
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Tonbridge and Malling Ramblers  
You don’t have to be a Ramblers member to try up to three ‘taster’ 
walks with us. If you’re new to our walks, please contact the walk 
leader to check that their walk will suit you.  For details of these and 
other upcoming walks and walk leaders see our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers  
or visit www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk. 

October Route 
Distance  

in miles 

Thursday 1st 

Circular walk from Birling Church to Holly Hill viewpoint and 
return via steep descent through Crookhorn Wood. Mostly 
footpaths and bridleways, including parts of the North Downs 
Way and the Pilgrims Way. Moderate difficulty; two stiles; 
some steep climbs.  

6.2 

Sunday 4th  
Markbeech Meander - an undulating walk through woods and 
fields with views across the Weald. Moderate difficulty. 

5 

Thursday 8th  

Circular walk around the Speldhurst countryside along part of 
the Wealdway towards Bullingstone and onwards to the River 
Medway and Poundsbridge. A few stiles and some climbs; 
moderate difficulty. 

6 

Sunday 11th  

Shoreham to Lullingstone with a scenic climb to the ridge of the 
Darent Valley, offering far-reaching views and open skies as we 
head towards historic Lullingstone. Some steep uphill sections; 
moderate difficulty. 

7 

Thursday 15th  

Circular walk from Harrietsham Railway Station along the 
Pilgrims Way towards Ringlestone with wonderful views of the 
North Downs. Return through farmland, passing around the 
Ringlewood reservoirs.  Moderate difficulty. 

5.6 

Sunday 18th  

Brenchley lakes and orchards: leisurely circular walk towards the 
furnace ponds, a relic from the iron industry. We then continue to 
Cryals Farm, past the fishing lake and more orchards and 
farmland. 

5.3 

Thursday 22nd  

Circular walk from Offham through woods and across fields to 
Offham Church, then onto Ryarsh Church. Return through West 
Malling meadows and farm fields. Mostly flat with one stile; 
moderate difficulty. 

5 

Sunday 25th  

A relaxed, scenic walk from Chiddingstone Causeway towards 
Bough Beech Reservoir for some bird spotting. We usually catch 
sight of a variety of ducks, gulls and cormorants along the way. 
Moderate difficulty. 

6 

Thursday 29th  

Leisurely circular walk along the Greensand Way from Linton 
Church taking in the deer park, goat sanctuary, orchards and 
some lovely views of the Kent countryside. A few stiles and a 
short steep stretch towards the end. 

6.6 

Walks usually start mid-morning.  
There’s a short half-way break (bring refreshments)  

and we usually finish near a pub. Most walks are dog-friendly (see website). 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/tonbridgeandmallingramblers
http://www.tonbridgeandmallingramblers.org.uk
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PLD GENERAL BUILDER 
PETER  07769 736646 

Borough Green 01732 382530   
(answer machine) 

 
Extensions 

Refurbishments 
Brickwork 
Driveways 

Fascia & Soffits 
GRP Flat Roofing 

Conversions 
Plastering 

Patios 
Kitchens / Bathrooms 

Fencing 
Painting & Decorating 

 
AND ALL GENERAL BUILDING  

mailto:graves972@btinternet.com
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Sevenoaks Road, Ightham, 
TN15 9AD 

 

For All Auto Queries 

  

01732 780591        07747535657 

  

All makes and models 
MoTs 

Free courtesy car 
Free local collection and delivery 

 
Brakes  Servicing 
 Repairs  No. Plates 

 

All mechanical and diagnostic 
work carried out by 

qualified automobile engineers 

Our fee is only 1.2% + VAT 

 

Do you struggle out of bed? 
Is walking difficult or painful? 
Have you an injury that just  

isn’t getting better? 
 

Contact Carole Simpson 
Experienced and specialist  

physiotherapist 

01732 780909 
Stay active and start  

enjoying Life 
Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk 

www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk 

The Studio at Windy Nob, Staleys 
Road, Borough Green TN15 8RL 

mailto:enquiries@hillier-reynolds.co.uk
mailto:Carole@boroughgreenphysio.co.uk
http://www.boroughgreenphysio.co.uk

